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J oyce Byrn Cleaver, age 90, passed away Sunday, September 15, 2019 surrounded

by loved ones.  A native of Memphis, she was born September 27, 1928 to Aubrey
and Ardie B. Ross Byrn.  Joyce was a graduate of Messick High School and Memphis

State College (now the University of Memphis) and was a founding member of the

Gamma Iota chapter of Delta Zeta.Joyce and her husband Troy A. Cleaver met in
Memphis when he was transferred with the Federal Aviation Administration and

were happily married for 51 years until Troy’s death in 2017.  With Troy being a
prolific pilot, they were able to enjoy traveling together throughout the United

States.  Joyce supported his career which led them to an adventurous life that

included 10 moves and living in multiple states including Tennessee, Arkansas,
Oklahoma and Texas.  Joyce had a deep love of First Baptist Church of Memphis,

where she taught Adult Sunday School, volunteered in numerous positions and even
drove the church bus to help transport church members.Devoted wife, beloved Aunt,

avid lover of Southern history and family genealogy, Aunt Joy was a second mother

to her loving nephews.  She enjoyed summer trips with them throughout their
childhood and teen years, teaching them how to hunt, fish, camp and even waterski. 

She is survived by her nephews, Stephen Ross Rodenhiser (Binkey) of Memphis,
David Byrn Rodenhiser (Stacy) of Atlanta and Michael Stuart Rodenhiser (Lisa) of

Atlanta.  Also, her loving great-nieces and great-nephews, Chelsea Marie Neeley
(Collier), Carson Lance Craig, Lillian Byrn Rodenhiser, Jake Michael Rodenhiser,

Fulton Ross Rodenhiser, Eva Parish Rodenhiser and Lauren Grace

Rodenhiser.Visitation will be held on Wednesday, September 18th at 10:30am with
Services beginning at 11:30am at Memorial Park Funeral Home, 5668 Poplar

Avenue.In lieu of flowers, the family kindly asks that you consider donations to
Baptist Reynolds Hospice House, 1520 W. Poplar Avenue, Collierville, TN

38017Arrangements have been entrusted to Memorial Park Funeral Home and
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Cemetery, 5668 Poplar Ave., Memphis, TN 38119 (901) 767-8930. “A Fitting Farewell

for Everyone”.
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JM Jim  And Faye Bertelmann And Daughter  Meleah posted:

Aunt Joyce was an ambassador of Southern Hospitality. A true “Lady of Class”. She and my Uncle

Troy made everyone feel loved and appreciated. We always enjoyed our visits with them and our

phone conversations. She will truly be missed. We never met her nephews but Aunt Joyce always

spoke highly of each of them. We look forward to spending eternity with them and then we’ll have

one great family reunion.

September 17 at 6:52 AM

MR Morgan Rosenthal posted:

Mrs. Joyce Cleaver was such a kind and caring soul. In her last few months, I had the pleasure of

getting to know her and coming to love her. She always made sure to ask me how my wedding

planning was going and always took the long way around so she could stop by my office and say

hello to me. She was always so welcoming and so easy to talk to. She could always find the right

words to say. She will be truly missed and I rejoice in knowing that she is back in the arms of the

love of her life. Rest in peace sweet Mrs. Joyce.

September 16 at 11:25 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Joyce by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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